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Executive Summary 

 

The objective of this Annual Report of the Portuguese National Human Rights Committee 

is to present information on the work developed during 2019 by the Committee and its 

members, disseminating the most relevant initiatives. 

 

The first part describes the activities developed, namely the plenary meetings, as well as 

other relevant activities, which include cooperation with civil society and the promotion of 

the PNHRC on social networks. 

 

The second part lists the best human rights practices of the members of the PNHRC 

members, within the framework of their respective competence, in the areas of Economy 

and Digital Transition, Foreign Affairs, Finances, Defense, Internal Administration, Justice, 

Culture, Science, Technology and Higher Education, Education, Labor, Solidarity and Social 

Security, Health, Environment, Agriculture, Infrastructure and Habitation, Gender Equality 

and Migration. 

 

The following national initiatives should be highlighted: 

 

- United Nations Human Rights Council (HRC), in Geneva:  

• At the 40th session of the HRC (from 25 February to 22 March), Portugal presented 

once more a resolution on economic, social and cultural rights. Portugal also co-

sponsored and co-organized two parallel events on the margins of this session, 

namely an event on the role of technologies for an inclusive education of children 

with disabilities and a second event on the economic and social dimension of the 

right to life; 



 

 
 

• At the 41st session of the HRC (from June 14 to July 12), Portugal presented once 

again a resolution on the right to education, having also integrated the core group 

of the resolution on Youth and Human Rights; 

• At the 42nd session of the HRC (September 9-27), Portugal co-sponsored three 

parallel events on the sidelines of the session, namely on Water and Sanitation, the 

Rights of Older Persons and the Participation of Children and Young People through 

Human Rights Education. 

 

- At the Third Committee of the 74th Session of the United Nations General 

Assembly (UNGA) held in New York, from October 1 to November 21, Portugal actively 

followed the negotiation of the main resolutions. In its national capacity, Portugal 

participated in four interactive dialogues, drafted the speeches that were read on behalf 

of the EU for three interactive dialogues and ensured the negotiation on behalf of the EU 

of the Resolution on the protection of migrants, presented by Mexico. In addition, it 

presented and facilitated, together with Cape Verde and Kazakhstan, the Resolution on 

policies and programs involving youth. 

 

The PNHRC held three plenary meetings and several meetings at Working Group level 

during the year. 

 

The PNHRC was represented at the International Seminar on the implementation of 

International Human Rights Conventions that took place in Cape Verde between 20 and 

22 May. The general objective of this seminar was to promote a comprehensive reflection 

on the state of implementation of the International Conventions ratified by Cape Verde. 

 

The PNHRC also received a visit from a delegation of the National Directorate of Human 

Rights and Citizenship of the Ministry of Justice, Constitutional and Religious Affairs of 

Mozambique between 7 and 18 October, which was aimed at exchanging experiences 

with the PNHRC. 

 



 

 
 

The members of the PNHRC coordinated and accompanied the visit of the Committee for 

the Prevention of Torture of the Council of Europe (CPT) to Portugal, from 3 to 12 

December. 

 

The procedures for the binding of several protocols in the framework of the Council 

of Europe have been continued and two ratification procedures have been completed. 

 

Work has been continued on the elaboration of the following National Reports on the 

implementation of the UN and Council of Europe Human Rights Conventions: 

• 5th Progress Report of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural 

Rights (ICESCR); 

• 10th Report on the Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination 

against Women (CEDAW), already submitted to the United Nations; 

• 18th and 19th Reports on the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms 

of Racial Discrimination (CERD). 

 

The following reports were also defended: 

• 7th Report of the United Nations Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, 

Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT); 

• 5th and 6th Reports of the Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC). 

 

In 2019, Portugal was also submitted to the 3rd cycle of the Universal Periodic Review 

(UPR) of the United Nations Human Rights Council. 

 

The PNHRC continued to promote communication and information about its actions in the 

promotion and defense of human rights. 

 

Several civil society institutions were present at meetings of the PNHRC and actively 

contributed to the work done during the past year. Collaboration with the academy was 

also encouraged, a collaboration that is intended to deepen and widen in 2020. 

 



 

 
 

The 70th anniversary of the Council of Europe was celebrated in 2019. The 70th 

anniversary celebrations included several events throughout the year. Portugal joined in 

the celebrations with events and activities prepared by the government areas of Internal 

Administration, Justice, Culture, Citizenship and Equality and Education. 

 

In terms of the good practices of the various members of the PNHRC, which reveal 

the efforts undertaken in 2019 to advance human rights, the following should be noted: 

• Ministry of Economy and Digital Transition: to continue initiatives to train consumers 

in their rights and the risks they must avoid and to donate seized goods in the context 

of criminal and administrative proceedings initiated by ASAE; 

• Ministry of Foreign Affairs: present resolutions of national initiative, prepare visits of 

human rights bodies to Portugal; promote the ratification, implementation and 

reporting of International Human Rights Conventions; 

• Ministry of the Presidency: award the 2019 edition (14th Edition) of the Journalism 

Prize "Human Rights & Integration" and regularly develop various activities, such as 

the organization of biennial Congresses, annual forums and national operations in 

order to contribute substantively to the deepening of knowledge; 

• Ministry of Finance: approve the National Strategy for Equality and Non-

Discrimination 2018-2030 "Portugal + Equal" (ENIND); to continue the collection, 

processing and dissemination of statistical information on public administration 

human resources, disaggregated by sex; continue the financial support measures of 

beneficiaries of the Administration's Social Services; 

• Ministry of National Defense: carry out training for the armed forces on human rights; 

promote gender equality and measures to protect the parenthood of the military; 

• Ministry of Internal Administration: contribute to growth in safety, in line with the 

objectives of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda; develop guidelines and 

action protocols for intervention with child victims of human trafficking; 

• Ministry of Justice: develop an operational definition of hate crime for use by police 

authorities; create technical conditions in the computer platforms of police authorities 

to signal potential hate crimes when they occur or are reported; hold a workshop on 

"International Protection of Adults - New Challenges"; 



 

 
 

• Ministry of Culture: ensure cultural enjoyment by all, namely by social groups or in 

territories in vulnerable situations; promote artistic experimentation and creation by 

all and the implementation of National Reading, Film and Arts Plans; 

• Ministry of Education: carry out activities in the scope of the “ALTERNATIVE Manual” 

project and in the scope of the “Safe Internet” program; carry out the “Safe Net 

Challenge” competition on Human Rights, aimed at primary school students; 

• Ministry of Labor, Solidarity and Social Security: Promote capacity building and 

dissemination actions in the Portuguese-Speaking African Countries (PALOP) and 

Timor-Leste focusing on Sustainable Development Goals 1, 8 and 10, through 

meetings/training on statistics, indicators, policy evaluation and prospective studies, 

and implementation of a pilot project to establish a Mental Health Observatory in 

Soure (OSMS); 

• Ministry of Health: develop and implement measures to prevent and combat organ 

trafficking and transplant tourism, and contribute to effective compliance with the 

Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), 

with special emphasis on sexual and reproductive health issues, specifically female 

genital mutilation; Gender Equality and Citizenship: promote equality between 

women and men and implement the action plan to combat discrimination on grounds 

of sexual orientation; 

• Migration: promote and develop a new Generation of the project “Choices Program” 

and to develop a training module on "Inter-religious Dialogue" for Schools, Religious 

Communities and Civil Society; 

• Statistics Portugal: compile sector background indicators for the implementation of 

national policies, in particular, by ensuring the updating of the indicators that 

constitute the "Gender Dossier" and conducting a pilot survey on gender violence. 

 


